
The BIG Question: What happens when a 
volcano? 

Introduction  

Our cross-curricular topic this term is geography-focused and looks to explore mountains, hills and rivers. We will start by 

thinking about what we know about the world, it’s continents and how it is made up. We will study the book “The Firework 

Maker’s Daughter” by Phillip Pullman. We will also be using the book in class reading sessions.  We will undertake a variety of 

activities which will enable us to understand what life is like in different parts of our world. We will carry out our own inde-

pendent research on an aspect of the world sharing our findings with the rest of the class. We are very much looking for-

ward to using The Space in our studies. We will also be using the new school kitchen and garden to enhance our learning. In 

art we will be exploring the work of famous artists depicting our world, studying through the use of pencil, printing and col-

lage. In design and technology we will be making a slipper for Lila. In computing, we will use a variety of research skills as well 

as developing our understanding of programming.  

 Books we will share 
 

 Our main class text will be The Firework Maker’s Daugh-

ter by Phillip Pullman. 

During group reading the children will have the oppor-

tunity to read a chapter each week. All children will have 

the opportunity to share their reading. We will use the 

text for comprehension. 

 

 Our Community and Beyond 

 
We hope to use Chertsey Museum for a morning 

workshop titled The Mini Dig. The museum visit 

school and talk to the children about an archaeol-

ogist's job. The children then take part in a mini 

dig for original and replica artefacts and then sort 

and identify the objects. 

We will use The Space for a variety of interactive 

lessons. 

 

Some of our Super Skills 

Ar70 Drawing Research and use a variety of source 
material for their work  
Ar71 Drawing Explore the potential properties of 
the visual elements of line, tone, pattern, texture, 
colour and shape 
Ar74 Printing Become familiar with new techniques 
e.g. the use of poly-blocks, relief, mono and resist 
printing 
Ar76 Drawing Use a sketchbook to develop ideas 
Ar77 Painting Demonstrate a secure knowledge 
about primary and secondary, warm and cold, com-
plementary and contrasting colours 
Ar79 Printing Choose the printing method appro-
priate to task 
Ar80 Printing Build up layers and colours/textures 
Ar81 Printing Organise their work in terms of pat-
tern, repetition, symmetry or random printing styles 
Dt35 Investigate ways of meeting design challenges 
with a construction focus 
Dt39 Estimate and measure using appropriate in-
struments and units 
Dt40 Plan what they have to do, including how to 

use materials, equipment and processes  
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My Magic Moments 

 


