LEARNING FOCUS 4: The Offering of the Gifts.


At the end of the Liturgy of the Word (the Liturgy of the Word will be studied with St. George’s on Thursday), the priest and people together say the Creed, which is a statement of what they believe. It starts with the words ‘I believe in one God’.

The second part of the Mass now begins. It is called the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Now members of the parish family carry the bread and wine up to the altar from the table at the back of the Church. The collection is taken and brought up to the altar with the gifts. All these gifts represent the giving of ourselves to God and one another.
Once the priest has received the gifts of bread and wine he stands at the altar and offers these to God and praises God for providing them. (put the following words on the IWB.)
He holds up the bread and says:

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation for through your 
goodness we have received the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the bread of life.

The parish family join in with this blessing and say:

Blessed be God for ever.

He holds up the wine and says:

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation for through your 
goodness we have received the wine we offer you: 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink.

The parish family join in with this blessing and say:

Blessed be God for ever.

Teaching point

The cup is called a chalice, the dish which contains the hosts is called a paten





SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· What gifts are brought in procession to the altar? 
· Who brings the gifts to the altar?
· Who receives the gifts?
· What does the priest do with the gifts?
· What do the gifts of bread and wine represent?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES | ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY

· Children identify the sacred vessels used during the Mass. Find out what they are called. Draw the Chalice and Paten, describe them and how they are used.



