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SURRENDER AT SEA
After declaring war on 
Egypt, Octavian, the ruler 
of Rome, has defeated 
Egyptian allied ships in the 
sea battle at Actium.  
O n 2 n d S e p t e m b e r 
Octavian and Antony’s 
fleets of ships met in battle 
in the open waters near the 
city of Actium. It is believed 
that Octavian’s fleet had 
over 200 warships. Although 
he commanded a similar 
number of ships, Marc 
Antony’s fleet was of higher 
quality and he had the 
s u p p o r t o f Q u e e n 
Cleopatra’s ships. However, 
having more ships proved 
useless against Octavian’s 
t a c t i c s a n d b a t t l e 
experience.  
Throughout the battle, it 
seemed the two sides were 
evenly matched, until the 
sudden retreat of Queen 
Cleopatra’s addit ional 
f o r c e s . W i t h o u t c l e a r 
support, Octavian’s forces 
had the upper hand over 
Marc Antony’s fleet. The 

Roman ships, soldiers and 
archers burned or captured 
many of Antony’s fleet, 
forcing their leader to 
escape on a smaller ship.  
Eye-witnesses observed 
A n t o n y s e i z i n g a n 
opportunity as he broke 
t h r o u g h a g a p i n 
Octavian’s fleet, allowing 
him to escape with Queen 
Cleopatra close behind on 
her own ship. After seeing 
this, many of his own sailors 
expressed deep upset that 
t h e i r l e a d e r h a d 
abandoned them. This led 
to many of them being 

The battle in the the open waters near Actium.

c a p t u r e d a n d 
surrendering to Octavian.  
The result of this violent 
batt le leaves Queen 
Cleopatra and Antony in 
a weakened position. 
Because of this defeat, 
t h e w a r b e t w e e n 
Cleopatra and Octavian 
has come to an end. 
Speculations are arising 
that Octavian will regroup 
his forces and advance 
on Alexandria. If this were 
to happen, Egypt could 
fall under the rule of 
Rome.
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Cleopatra 
Marc Antony 

Octavian 
Caesarion 

Alexander Helios 
Cleopatra Selene 

Ptolemy Philadelphus 
Egypt 

Alexandria 
Rome 

puncture wound 
asp 

poison 
palace 

Sentence openers 
They reported that… 

It is also claimed that… 
She confirmed that… 
It is reported that… 

It is believed… 
Shortly before daybreak… 

Soon after… 
Unfortunately… 
Within minutes… 

According to witnesses… 
It appears that… 

Afterwards… 
Many people believe that… 

Late last night… 
Guards at the scene said… 

On 10th August… 
Eye witnesses observed… 

As a result… 
A few hours later… 

It is rumoured that… 
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You are challenged 
to create your news 
report to be spoken 

aloud.
First you will need to write a draft 
of your report. Think about how 
you could use varied sentence 
openers and organising it into 

paragraphs to make it easier to 
read. 

When recording your report, 
remember these tips: 

• Practise how you want to say 
each paragraph before you 
record it. 

• Speak slowly and clearly. 
• Make sure you are not 
too close to the 
microphone. 
•Try to record your 
report somewhere quiet 
without background 
noise.
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