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Adding ‘-es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y.’  

Introduction Explain that when a word ends in ‘y’ and ‘es’ needs to be added, 
there is a rule that always applies. 

Main 
Teaching 
Activity 

Write on the board:
fly and flies
carry and carries

The ‘y’ is removed and ‘ies’ is added to complete the word.

Show children the PowerPoint and get them to follow the rule to 
create the spelling list words

Independent 
Activity Print a set of cards for each small group. Once child takes a card 

and tells the others what the word is. They write the word down 
and the child with the card acts as the teacher to check each 
spelling. The next child then becomes the teacher and this 
continues until all words have been spelled correctly.

Spellings

flies

tries

replies

cries

copies

babies

carries

spies

supplies

lorries



Add ‘-ies’ to each of the root words to create your spelling list.

Look at the first one which has been done and follow the pattern:

fly   – y = fl + ies = flies
try

reply

cry

copy

baby

carry

spy

supply

lorry

- y  + ies =



Add ‘-ies’ to each of the root words to create your spelling list.

Look at the first one which has been done and follow the pattern:

fly   – y = fl + ies = flies
try – y = tr + ies = tries

reply  – y = repl + ies = replies

cry – y = cr + ies = cries

Copy – y = cop + ies = copies

Baby – y = bab + ies = babies

Carry – y = carr + ies = carries

Spy – y = sp + ies = spies

Supply – y = suppl + ies = supplies

Lorry – y = lorr + ies = lorries

- y  + ies =

Answers: 



Print a set of cards for each small group

flies tries replies cries copies

babies carries spies supplies lorries



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt

flies

tries

replies

cries

copies

babies

carries

spies

supplies

lorries

Stage: 2 Adding ‘-es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y.’  
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Spellings

flies

tries

replies

cries

copies

babies

carries

spies

supplies

lorries

Stage: 2 Adding ‘-es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y.’ 

Name:List: 14

t i e s

c r i

s i e

b b i

f e s

r p

c p

c r r

p p

l r r

Can you use your 
spellings to locate the 

missing letters?



Spellings

flies

tries

replies

cries

copies

babies

carries

spies

supplies

lorries

Stage: 2 Adding ‘-es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y.’ 

Answers:List: 14

t r i e s

c r i e s

s p i e s

b a b i e s

f l i e s

r e p l i e s

c o p i e s

c a r r i e s

s u p p l i e s

l o r r i e s

Can you use your 
spellings to locate the 

missing letters?


