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Learning Objective: 
To organise facts into related paragraphs.
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What do you notice about 
this text? 

What do you think is 
good and what is not so 

good about it?

The text is missing 
something. Can you tell 

what it’s missing?
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Let’s take a look at another example of a biography. 
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The text doesn’t have any paragraphs! 
It’s all in one big section, making it hard to read and 

pretty uninviting!

What do you 
know already about 

paragraphs? 
What are they for?  

Hint: Think about what happens 
when there are no 

paragraphs.

Think, pair, share... 
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A paragraph is a section of writing with one or more 
sentences in it. All the sentences in a paragraph will be 

about one main point or subject.

In a non-fiction text like a 
biography, a new 

paragraph is needed 
when the topic changes 

or a new, different point is 
being discussed.
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A paragraph is a section of writing with one or more 
sentences in it. All the sentences in a paragraph will be 

about one main point or subject.

In a fiction text like a 
story, new paragraphs 

usually signal a change in 
point of view, such as a 
new speaker, topic or a 

change in time.
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Paragraphs make the text easier to read as it is broken 
into sections. 

A new paragraph can 
shown by starting a new 
line and leaving a line 

between the last 
paragraph and your 

new paragraph.
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Howard Carter was born in England and grew up in 
Norfolk. As a child he enjoyed investigating the 
collection of Ancient Egyptian artefacts at a 
neighbouring mansion. This sparked his curiosity 
around Ancient Egypt. Carter worked as an 
archaeological artist on several Egyptian dig sites. It 
was his job to draw, categorise and record the 
artefacts, drawings and carvings that they found.
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Take a look at these sentences. Can you spot where a 
new paragraph is needed?

Hint: Look for a change in the topic being 
discussed.

http://www.planbee.com


Howard Carter was born in England and grew 
up in Norfolk. As a child he enjoyed 
investigating the collection of Ancient Egyptian 
artefacts at a neighbouring mansion. This 
sparked his curiosity around Ancient Egypt. 

Carter worked as an archaeological artist on 
several Egyptian dig sites. It was his job to 
draw, categorise and record the artefacts, 
drawings and carvings that they found.
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Did you spot it?  
The first paragraph is talking about Howard Carter’s 

childhood. The second is discussing his career.
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In non-fiction texts it’s easier to think of each 
paragraph having a subheading. The subheading 

can summarise what the paragraph is about.
Childhood 
Howard Carter was born in England and grew up in Norfolk. 
As a child he enjoyed investigating the collection of 
Ancient Egyptian artefacts at a neighbouring mansion. This 
sparked his curiosity around Ancient Egypt. 

Early Career 
Carter worked as an archaeological artist on several 
Egyptian dig sites. It was his job to draw, categorise and 
record the artefacts, drawings and carvings that they 
found .
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In November 1922 one of Carter’s team found a 
stone step in the sand. They had finally found 
something and the whole team worked to 
uncover a staircase leading to a sealed tomb. 
Carter had to wait two weeks for Lord Carnarvon 
to arrive before he could begin opening the door 
and exploring what he believed to be the 3000-
year-old tomb of the Pharaoh Tutankhamun.

www.planbee.com

Think, pair, share...  
What subheading would you give this paragraph?
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Take another look at the Text 
Card we looked at earlier.  

Can you help spot the places 
where a new paragraph is 

needed?

There should be 
five paragraphs. 

What subheading 
would you give 

each paragraph?
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Plenary
Do think you could describe what a paragraph is and 

what they are used for without saying any of these 
words? 

Practise with a partner first and then share your 
description as a class.

theme

line

change
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