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Learning Objective: 
To investigate biographies and their features.
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This title looks at the life of Ellie Simmonds, the troubles she has 
overcome and the sacrifices she has made to become the 

swimming champion that she is today. Learn about her 
performances at the Beijing Olympics and at London 2012, and 

how she has made an impact on Paralympic sport.
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Here are two blurbs from a specific genre of book. 
What do you think this genre might be called?  
What do you think the books might be about?

David Attenborough has dedicated his life to nature. Through 
his television programmes he has brought amazing wildlife into 
our homes and helped us to understand more about the world. 

Find out all about his incredible life.
The Incredible Life of Sir David Attenborough by Sally Morgan

Ellie Simmonds (Inspirational Lives) Paperback – 22 Jan 2015 by Clive Gifford
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sally-Morgan/e/B018WEXX5O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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The two blurbs have 
come from books 

which are biographies 
of Ellie Simmonds, the 
Paralympic swimmer 

and David 
Attenborough, the 
famous naturalist. 

What do you think a 
biography is?
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A biography is a non-fiction text written about the life of 
somebody else. The subject of a biography may be 

famous, or have made a notable achievement in their life.

An autobiography is a 
similar non-fiction text 

which a person has written 
about their own life. The 

prefix ‘auto’ means ‘self’. 
Can you think of any more 

words with this prefix?
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Who do you think 
might write, or read, a 

biography?
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What do you 
think will be some 
key features of a 

biography?

Think, pair, share…

http://www.planbee.com


www.planbee.com

What 
information do 

you think the author 
of a biography will 
need to research 
before they can 

start writing?

Think, pair, share…
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Let’s look at an example of 
a biography.
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What key 
information is 

included?

What structural 
features can you 

spot?

What 
linguistic 

features can 
you spot?

What other 
interesting 

features can you 
spot?
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A biography must include factual information. The 
author must research their subject thoroughly to make 

sure their biography is accurate.

What other 
‘ingredients’ would 

you put into a 
successful 

biography?
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Ingredients 
for a successful 

biography
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Did you think 
of any of 

these 
ingredients?

Important events

Chronological order

Third person

Past tense

Subheadings

Specific dates

Adverbials of time

Pictures

Ingredients 
for a successful 

biography
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Let’s have a go 
at writing a 
biography!

http://www.planbee.com


www.planbee.com

Plenary
Swap biographies with a partner. 

What have they 
done well?

Which 
features do you 

think they have used 
successfully?

Which features do 
you think could be 

improved?

What 
target would 

you give them for 
their biography 

writing?
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