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GENEROUS AND JUST

“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
Matthew 20:1-16

It has been wonderful to see so much to celebrate at Holy
Family over the past couple of weeks. From the successful
launch of Read Write Inc., to the children embracing our
Ready, Respectful and Safe expectations and responding
brilliantly to our silent signals, there has been a real sense of
positivity across the school. We have also celebrated a
fantastic Year 4 trip to Nower Wood, the launch of our clubs
and enrichment opportunities, and the continued success of
our Breakfast and After School Clubs. There is certainly lots to
be proud of already!

At the heart of all of this, of course, is our Catholic faith. It was
very special to come together as a whole school community
for our Start of Year Mass last Friday, giving us the opportunity
to learn more about how we can pray together and we asked
for God’s blessing on the year ahead. We are also incredibly
grateful for the continued and blessed Chaplaincy support of
Fr Stephen, which remains such an important part of the
Catholic life and mission of Holy Family.

A gentle reminder to please park safely and
considerately when dropping off and
collecting children. Please be mindful of
driveways, junctions and our neighbours,
helping us to keep the area around school as
safe as possible for everyone. We are proud
to be one Holy Family community, and an
important part of that is being thoughtful and
respectful towards one another and the
wider community in which our school sits.
Thank you, as always, for your support in
helping us to be good neighbours.

Parking

https://www.holy-family.surrey.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3,2&pid=279&viewid=4
https://www.holy-family.surrey.sch.uk/
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Want to know more about Holy Family?
Holy Family Catholic Primary school is a vibrant, happy place where children are
challenged to aim high, to reach for the stars and celebrate their God-given talents.
Please visit our website to find out more or contact the school office to book a
school tour.

GENEROUS AND JUST

Most importantly, it is lovely to see the progress the children are already making after just a few
weeks. This is testament to their hard work and enthusiasm, alongside the love, care and motivation
of our wonderful staff, and the invaluable support of parents at home in reinforcing learning and
encouraging their children to do their best.

This week, our Gospel theme has been ‘Generous and Just’, inspired by Matthew’s Gospel and the
parable of the workers in the vineyard. During our whole-school worship on Monday, we reflected on
God’s generous love and the reminder that His love is freely given to each and every one of us. We
explored what it means to be generous not only with what we have, but also with our kindness, time
and help, and the importance of being able to celebrate when something good happens to
somebody else.

I encouraged the children to ‘find the WOW’ by noticing the generosity around them, thinking about
when somebody has been generous to them, perhaps when they did not expect it, and considering
how they could show that same generosity to others this week. We also reflected on how we can be
thankful for the gifts, talents, friends and families God has given us, whilst asking for His help to be
generous, fair and joyful in celebrating the successes of others.
It is a simple but powerful message and one which connects so beautifully with everything we are
striving for at Holy Family: we love, we respect and we grow, together as one happy, Holy Family.

Mrs Spacagna



 

CATHOLIC LIFE

OUR CATHOLIC LIFE

Catholic Life lies at the heart of
everything we do at Holy Family. Guided
by the Gospel values of love, respect and
service, our children are encouraged to
grow in faith while caring for one another
and the wider community. 

Through prayer, worship, Religious
Education, charitable fundraising and
opportunities for pupil leadership,
children learn what it means to live as
disciples of Christ. 

From celebrating Masses and liturgies to
supporting local and global charities
through Catholic Social Teaching, our
school community works together to
ensure that faith is lived out each day in
our words, actions and relationships.



 

PRAYER LIFE

OUR PRAYER LIFE

Prayer is at the heart of life at Holy Family,
shaping our relationship with God and
strengthening our sense of community. 

Through daily prayer, liturgies, Masses, collective
worship and quiet moments of reflection, our
children are encouraged to grow in faith and
develop a personal relationship with Christ.

 Prayer provides opportunities to give thanks,
seek guidance, show compassion for others and
respond to the needs of the world around us.

 Rooted in our Catholic ethos, prayer supports
the spiritual development of every child and
helps them to live out the Gospel values of love,
respect, kindness and service in their everyday
lives. Through a rich and varied prayer life, we
nurture children who are confident in their faith
and inspired to make a positive difference in the
world.



 

RE TEACHING

A JOURNEY WITH ABRAHAM

In RE last week, Year 4 stepped back in time and imagined life
through the eyes of Abraham. After learning about Abraham’s
journey of faith and trust in God, the children wrote thoughtful
diary entries from his perspective. 

They reflected on his feelings, hopes and worries as he
followed God’s call into the unknown. Through their writing,
the children demonstrated a deep understanding of
Abraham’s faith and the courage he showed, producing
imaginative and reflective pieces that brought this important
Bible story to life.

OUR BLESSINGS
As part of their RE learning this week, Year 3 explored the
many blessings of God's creation and reflected on the beauty
and wonder of the world around them. Inspired by nature, the
changing seasons, and the gifts God has given us, the
children wrote thoughtful and creative poems expressing their
gratitude for creation. 

They carefully chose descriptive language and powerful
imagery to celebrate everything from colourful flowers and
towering trees to animals, oceans, and the warmth of the
sunshine. We were incredibly impressed by their creativity and
the way they used poetry to praise and thank God for the gift
of creation.



 

           

             

SCHOOL NEWS

PUPIL PARLIAMENT

PE KITS
Our PE uniform is an important part of our identity as Holy Family learners.
Our kit is designed to ensure the children are ready to give their best in PE
lessons- a very important part of their weekly curriculum.

Navy PE shorts
Navy PE T-Shirt (see note below)
Jogging bottoms (optional)
*Fleece 
Black plimsolls or non-marking trainers
White sports socks

Current yellow or blue & yellow PE t-shirts can be worn until a new navy one is
required.

We are very short of
our school sports kits.
Please can you check
if you have a school kit

at home and then
return it as soon as

possible.

We are delighted to launch our new Pupil Parliament,
giving children an even greater voice in shaping
school life. The Parliament brings together
representatives from a range of pupil leadership
groups, enabling them to work collaboratively, share
ideas and make a positive difference across our
school community.

The Pupil Parliament is made up of several groups,
including our School Council, Junior Chaplains, Eco
Team, Wellbeing Ambassadors, Digital Leaders and
Sports Leaders. Each group will focus on its own area
of responsibility while also working together on whole-
school initiatives that reflect the views, needs and
aspirations of our children.

Through the Pupil Parliament, children will develop
leadership skills, learn about democracy and
responsibility, and have meaningful opportunities to
contribute to decision-making. We look forward to
seeing the positive impact of their ideas and actions
throughout the year as they help make our school an
even better place to learn, grow and flourish.

This week at our
Celebration Assembly our

School Couuncil were
awarded their certificates

and badges.



 

         

SCHOOL NEWS

YEAR 6 ARE ENJOYING LIFE! 

Year 6 have enjoyed a fantastic start to the term and are now
fully settled into their role as the oldest pupils in the school. They
continue to demonstrate maturity, responsibility and leadership,
serving as excellent role models for the younger children.

In History and English, the children have been exploring the
Census and its significance in Victorian Britain. This has inspired
some wonderfully descriptive pieces of writing, with pupils
producing vivid setting descriptions of 19th-century London.

This week, they have also been learning about the Suffragette
movement and the boycott of the 1911 Census, examining how
women used this act of protest to campaign for the right to
vote.

In Art, the children have been developing their creativity
through the study of macrophotography. Using close-up
photography techniques, they have captured fascinating
images of fruits, vegetables and a variety of features around
the school grounds, revealing details that often go unnoticed.

Science lessons have been equally engaging. With Mr Doyle's
permission, the children temporarily broke the school rules by
drawing all over the tables! Fortunately, this was all in the
name of learning, as they worked collaboratively to create
their own animal classification keys. Rest assured, the tables
were left spotless once the lesson was over!

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, curiosity and
positive attitudes the children continue to show in all areas of
school life.



 

       

Thursday 1st October is Census Day, every school
dinner really does make a difference! The number of
children enjoying a school meal helps to influence our
school funding, so we’d be very grateful if as many
children as possible could choose a school lunch that
day. A tasty lunch and a little boost for our school too.

The menu will be space themed with a tasty menu
packed with children’s favourites, including sausages,
chips and baked beans, followed by waffles with
chocolate sauce for dessert. A strawberry ice cream
dessert will also be available as part of our Allergen
Aware menu.

             

SCHOOL NEWS

CENSUS DAY

A VERY SPECIAL VISITOR

This week, we were delighted to welcome Mrs
Capindale, a former pupil and member of staff, back to
our school to share her memories of what school life was
like when she attended. The children were incredibly
inquisitive and engaged

 throughout the visit, asking lots of thoughtful questions
and showing a real interest in how the school has
changed over time. Our favourite fact was discovering
that the school field used to be much bigger before the
M25 was built! 



 

         

             A VISIT TO MRS SPACAGNA 

SCHOOL NEWS

DIGITAL ART IN YEAR 1

Last week, our Year 1 children explored the
iPads for the very first time as we began our
new Digital Art topic! 

The children learned how to use the
drawing app and were challenged to create
a self-portrait. They carefully experimented
with different tools, colours and brushes
while developing their confidence in using
technology.

We were so impressed with their creativity
and enthusiasm as they took their first
steps into the world of digital art. We can't
wait to see the beautiful artwork they create
over the coming weeks!

It is always such a privilege to give out my
Headteacher’s Awards. These children have each
shone in their own special way, and I am so proud of
the effort, kindness, determination and care they show
as members of our Holy Family community.

Taking great pride in beautiful handwriting and
presentation.
Fantastic determination and teamwork in PE.
Leading by example as kind and respectful role
models.
Showing care and kindness when supporting
younger children.
Wonderful creativity when representing learning in
RE.



 

         

             

SCHOOL NEWS

LIFE IN YEAR 1

WELL-BEING BREAKFAST

Last week in Science, Year 1 explored the sense of
sight through a fun beanbag challenge! 

The children took turns throwing beanbags into a hoop
using both eyes open, one eye closed and then while
blindfolded. They quickly discovered how important our
eyes are for helping us judge distance, direction and
movement.
There was lots of laughter, excitement, and surprise as
the challenge became trickier each time! It was a
fantastic way to investigate how our sense of sight
helps us navigate the world around us.

We had lots of fun whilst learning about one of our
amazing senses!

On Wednesday 16th September, our Wellbeing Ambassadors
came together for their annual Wellbeing Breakfast. The
children enjoyed a delicious breakfast of brioche, croissants,
and fresh fruit while spending time sharing ideas and planning
for the year ahead.

The breakfast provided a wonderful opportunity for the
Ambassadors to discuss how they can support wellbeing across
the school and ensure that the Five Ways to Wellbeing are at the
heart of the activities they organise for all children. Together,
they brainstormed exciting ideas, shared their thoughts about
what they would like to achieve this year, and considered ways
to help everyone feel happy, healthy, connected, and supported.
We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, creativity, and
commitment shown by our Wellbeing Ambassadors, and we
look forward to seeing their plans come to life throughout the
year.



 

         

             END OF THE DAY COLLECTION

SCHOOL NEWS

WE NEED YOU!

🛠️ WE NEED YOU! 🛠️
(Or perhaps someone you know...)

Can you wield a screwdriver?
Spot something that needs fixing before anyone else does?

Keep calm when a door handle, dripping tap or temperamental boiler
decides not to cooperate?

You might be just the person we’re looking for!
We’re searching for a friendly, practical and dependable Caretaker to
become an important part of our Holy Family Catholic Primary School
community. The role is 20 hours a week, Monday to Friday mornings,

and involves helping us keep our school safe, secure, well maintained
and ready for our children each day.

School caretaking experience isn’t essential. We’re much more
interested in finding the right person with practical skills, initiative and a

can-do attitude.
Please spread the word! Sometimes the perfect person isn’t job

hunting, but might be just around the corner...
See the full vacancy details here.

A little reminder about end of day collection arrangements to help us ensure that every child is
handed over safely to the correct adult.

If your child is going to be collected by someone other than you or their usual collecting adult,
please always let us know:

If arrangements are known in advance, please let your child’s class teacher know.
If arrangements change during the school day, please contact the School Office, who will
ensure the message reaches the appropriate staff. Teachers are, quite rightly, focused on the
children during the school day and may not have an opportunity to check emails before
dismissal.

Thank you for your support with this. Knowing about any changes to collection arrangements helps
us to keep our children safe and ensures the end of the day runs smoothly for everyone.

https://www.holy-family.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=172


            

NEWS FROM EARLY YEARS

IT’S BEEN BUSY!

Over the past 2 weeks reception class have been learning their first
phonics sounds using our new Read Write Inc. programme. They are
learning their sounds in the session and learning to form their letters. We
are so proud of their learning so far! Please keep an eye out for your
email from Mrs Osborn each week with the videos to watch at home.
Here is this weeks QR code if you missed the email, please check your
inbox and junk folder!

If you would like any more information about our Read Write Inc
programme, please head to their website Parent guide to Read Write
Inc. Phonics - Oxford Owl We will be holding a parents meeting about
Read Write Inc.

Mathematics
In maths the children have been learning to count to 5, making 5 on 5 frames,
looking at numbers in different ways such as on a dice, 5 frame, counting out
objects etc. 

Mud Kitchen Fun
The children have loved exploring the mud kitchen outside, making pies,
cooking cakes and planting flowers. Please don't worry if they are coming
home dirty, lots of learning is being had in the mud kitchen. We encourage the
children to wear their wellies. Please make sure your child has their wellies in
school so they can play in the mud kitchen. If you have any old pots and pans
or kitchen utensils we would love them for reception class. 

Thank you so much for bringing in your family photos, the
children have been so proud to show their families.

 We have been talking about the similarities and differences
between our families. In RE, we have been acting out making
a special meal with our friends, setting up a table and
decorating it. In the home corner and in the mud kitchen.  

Junk Modelling

Please keep the junk modelling materials into school the children are really enjoying it! 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/


 

            

SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL UNIFORM- SEPT 2026

Following updated government guidance, we will
be making a small change to our school uniform
from September. In line with national
recommendations, the school will move to just
three branded uniform items, with all other items
available as plain alternatives that can be
purchased from high‑street retailers.

This change has been made to help reduce costs
for families while ensuring our uniform remains
smart, practical and reflective of our school
identity.

We would like to reassure you that existing uniform
items will continue to be perfectly acceptable, and
there is no expectation for families to replace items
immediately. Any changes will be introduced
gradually, allowing current uniform to be worn as it
until it is outgrown. eg if your child still fits their
yellow branded polo shirt they may still want to
wear it. Moving forward please buy a PLAIN WHITE
POLO SHIRT from any high street store.

A reminder that for PE
all children should be
wearing sports shorts
like this- cycling shorts
are not part of our
school uniform policy.



 

          

            

SCHOOL NEWS

HOLY FAMILY FLAMES

A LITTLE REFRESHA  CONGRATULATIONS

Our Holy Family flames for June were:

Reception: Albie

Year 1: Matty

Year 2: Ava

Year 3: Darcie

Year 4: Bonnie

Year 5: Grace

Year 6: Molly K

Congratulations to the following children who received
awards at our Celebration Assembly this week: 

Celebration Assembly takes place every week on a Friday- Mrs O’Neil  or Mrs Spacagna
wear their sparkly jacket and we use “Celebrate Good Times” as our theme tune.

               Bethany & Kaeto

                Jules & Arthur

               Xavier & Darcie

               Henry & Ava

               Reuben & Summer

               Noah & Tigerlily

               Carter & ElizaR



 

Thank you for ensuring your child arrives at school
on time. Being ready to start the day is so very
important for each child’s learning. Our school day
begins at 8:40 when all children should be in class
ready to learn.

All the teachers have an activity for the children to
complete when they enter the classroom. This
means learning starts as soon as the children sit
down at their desks.

SCHOOL ROUTINES

SCHOOL GATE TIMINGS

Mornings:
Open 8.25 AM 
Close 8.45AM

Afternoons: 
Open 3:05PM 
Close 3:20PM

SCHOOL PENCIL CASE 

All children in Key Stage 2 have been given a school pencil case-  this means they do not

need to bring a pencil case to school. This remains in school at the end of the day. The

items inside the pencil case will be replaced by the classteacher as needed. 

We have decided to do this as a cost saving exercise for parents (fancy pencils cases and

stationery items can be very expensive). From a school perspective, the teachers will know

that the children a prepared and ready to start the day. This is the only pencil case that

the children will be allowed to use in the classroom.

Their pencil case will include the following items: 

Pencil

Pen

Rubber

Ruler

Coloured Pencils 

Highlighter

Whiteboard Pen. 

Green Pen

Red Pen 

Purple Pen 

Gluestick. 

We have had quite a few parents

saying that they would like to contribute

towards the coast of the pencil case.

Mrs Rawlinson has set up a payment

tab on Scopay where you can pay £10

towards the cost of a pencil case.



                                       

             

                                       

             

OUR DEDICATED TEAM

PA AGM

PTFA NEWS

We have a very active group who organise many events for our parents and children. Last year our

committee is led by:

Chair: Niky (a year 4 parent)

Vice chair: Emily (a year 3 parent)

Treasurer: Nicola (a year 2 parent)

Secretary: Eva (a year 4 parent)

President: Mrs O’Neil

They are supported by a very hard working group of people who plan, organise and run events

throughout the school year. If you would like to join our team please do speak to one of the

committee. 

Every single penny that they raise is spent on making our school an even better learning environment

for the children.

Our PTFA has a
fabulous season of
events planned for
us all.

We would love to
have your continued
support.



By referring to these

values when talking

to your children

about school at

home, you can help

us create a

consistent and

unified message.

Thank you for your

continued support in

making Holy Family

School a wonderful

place for our children

to learn and grow.
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SCHOOL NEWS

We continue to adopt the ‘Ready; Respectful; and Safe’ approach

at Holy Family School, which we introduced to our pupils last year.

This initiative is designed to foster a positive and supportive

learning environment for all our children. We reinforce the language

of ‘Ready; Respectful; and Safe’ in our daily practice, and we kindly

ask for your support in this endeavor.

BEING READY, RESPECTFUL & SAFE
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If your child is unwell and needs to be kept at home,
you must call the school to inform us each day they are
absent by 9am. 

If your child is late for school you must accompany
them to the school office to sign them in. 

If we have not heard from a parent or carer regarding
a child’s absence we will follow our ‘first day calling
procedures’.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Our attendance for the whole school for

2024-2025 was an amazing 96.8% 

Attendance for the Autumn term was

97.5%

Our class attendances for the Autumn

term:

Reception: 96%

Year 1: 97.7%

Year 2: 98.6%

Year 3: 98%

Year 4: 98%

Year 5: 96%

Year 6: 96.2%

We also had 81 children who’s

attendance was 100%.



At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we believe that every child deserves to feel

valued, respected, and included. Our Belonging Pledge is a commitment to

fostering a welcoming and supportive environment where all children can thrive. 

By embracing diversity and promoting kindness, we aim to create a school

community where everyone feels a sense of belonging. 

Thank you for joining us in this important mission and for helping us build a more

inclusive and compassionate school.

9

BELONGING PLEDGE
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