
 

Science – Year 6 – Living things and their habitats 

 

1.To identify and 
classify organisms 
that are living and 

non-living.    

2.To group 
organisms by 
features and 

characteristics.    

3.To classify 
animals by features 
and characteristics.   

4.To classify plants 
based on features 

and characteristics.   

5. To explore 
microorganisms.   

6. To classify 
microorganisms 

based on features 
and characteristics.   

7. To learn about 
Carl Linnaeus and 

his system of 
classifying 
organisms.   

organism  A living thing 
such as an 
animal or plant  

coniferous tree An evergreen tree that produces cones 
instead of flowers  

excretion  The removal of 
waste products  

microorganism  A tiny organism, such as bacterium, 
virus or fungus 

reproduction  The production 
of offspring, 
either sexually 
or asexually 

Bacteria  Microorganisms that are too small to 
be seen by the human eye  

living  An organism 
that move, 
reproduces and 
grows  

virus  A microorganism that can multiply 
only inside the living cell of another 
organism  

non-living  An object that 
does not 
breathe, move, 
eat, grow, 
excrete or 
reproduce 

fungi A group of organisms including 
mushrooms, mould and yeast  

classification 
key  

A way of 
separating living 
things using 
closed 
questions  

characteristics  a feature of an organism used to 
identify individuals or a group  

classification  The system used 
by which 
organisms are 
arranged in 
groups based on 
shared features  

Carl Linnaeus A Swedish botanist who first 
developed s system to classify 
animals base don physical 
characteristics  

mollusc  A soft bodied 
invertebrate 

arachnid  An invertebrate with two body parts 
and eight legs  


