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Strengthen knowledge of reading 
development

How do we teach phonics at Holy Family

Things you can do at home to support your 
child.

Aims



How did you learn to read?









The Elements of Reading

Word Reading (Phonics)

Comprehension

Reading for pleasure



Phonics – what is it all 
about?

Despite there being just 26 letters in the English language there are 
approximately 44 unique sounds, also known as phonemes. Phonics teaches 
the children the letters or groups of letters that represent these sounds.



At school we follow a phonics 
programme called 

Little Wandle



20-30 minute lesson each day.

Guided reading practise groups (max 6 children) 2-3 
times per week.

Additional support for those who need it through 
targeted interventions.

Consolidation in classroom provision / outside learning

Reading practise at home.



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

We learn the sounds that the letters make beginning 
with the most common…



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Gradually over Reception and Year 1 your child will 
learn the entire alphabet code.



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

How we make the learning stick…



Blending and Segmenting
Blending is a method used to help children learn to read by combining 
sounds to make a word. It’s an effective method that teaches pupils how 
to decode words that they are unfamiliar with. Through the use of 
blending, pupils can fluently join together the individual sound-spellings 
(also called letter-sound correspondence) in a word.

Blending is often used in conjunction with segmenting, which is where a 
word is broken down into its individual sounds (which are called 
phonemes). By taking a word apart, children can see all of the different 
sounds that it’s made up of before blending the sounds back together 
again. You could say that blending and segmenting are complementary 
to one another



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Now it’s your turn…





quack



mop

high

shout

light

robin



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others 
take a little longer. 

It is vital that the children articulate the individual 
sounds correctly…

Avoid “tuh” “buh”

A little demonstration of how we articulate our 
sounds…



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Click on the link to watch a demonstration of how to articulate the sounds



Terminology

Phoneme: smallest unit of sound like s a t p 

Grapheme: Letters representing units of sound (what they look 

like)

Digraph: Two letters one sound

Trigraph: three letters one sound

Tricky words: Words you cant use phonics for the she we etc.



The children will read a fully de-codable book at school 2-3 times per 
week at school. 
First to practise decoding the words
Second to build fluency and prosidy
Thirdly for comprehension.

These books have only sounds and words the children have been 
taught to read. Please re-read at home as many times as possible to 
develop fluency (the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper 
expression.



Listening to your child read their phonics book

Your child should be able to read their book 
without your help.

If they can’t read a word model the blending

Talk about the book and celebrate their success.

















Building Comprehension  

Talk about the pictures  

Get children to re-read the sentence 

Meaning of words – don’t presume 

Make predictions – what will happen next? What 
happens at the end? What do you think…? 

Talk about characters – How does he feel? How do you 
know? What do you think he is saying?



What if my child’s reading ability is ahead of what 

they are being taught in phonics?

Still taught in phonics lesson- need to be secure in full 
alphabetic code to help them spell and decode 

unfamiliar longer words.

Once secure in the full programme and can read fluently 
with expression, they will be allocated books for fluency. 

(Normally autumn term Y2)



Reading for pleasure
In order to encourage your child to become a 
lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to 
read for pleasure. 

Please read to your child as often as possible.

The children will continue to bring home a library 
book and story sack.

Extra sharing book on a Friday.





Thank You
Any Questions?


