
Reading Workshop
January 2023



Our ultimate goal in teaching 
your child to read is that they 
develop a love of books and 

reading.



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Every time you read with your child they are 
learning…

Sparks imagination
Boosts learning

Improves listening and attention skills
Social skills and values

Cultural awareness
Sharpens memory

Vocabulary
Mental health





There are 2 main strands to 
learning to read…

Recognising words 

Understanding words.



How did you learn to read?



We deliver our teaching of 
reading through…

Phonics
These are the building blocks of learning 
to read.
There are over 40 spoken sounds in 
English. Phonics teaches the children 
the letters or groups of letters that 
represent these sounds.



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Gradually over Reception and Year 1 your child will 
learn the entire alphabet code.
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letters that are used to write them 

down.

How to make the learning 
stick…

Help to develop a rapid recall of each 
sound…



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

How to support your child…

Correct articulation is vital…

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

Holy Family Catholic Primary - Reception Class (holy-
family.surrey.sch.uk)

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.holy-family.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Reception+Class&pid=142
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sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

sat



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Practise oral blending

Some children learn to blend really 
quickly, and others take a little longer. 
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making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Robot talking “let’s get ready for 
b – e – d”

Simon says “c – l - a - p “

Car journeys – my turn your turn…

“I can see a sh –o –p”



making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.

Blending for reading

longer

chicken

sheep
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Phonics homework book

Fully de-codable books read at school 2-3 times per week.

We focus on decoding, building fluency and comprehension.

If they can’t read a word model the blending

Spend as much time talking about the 
book as reading it



Building Comprehension  

Talk about the pictures  
Get children to re-read the sentence 

Meaning of words – don’t presume 
Make predictions – what will happen next? What 

happens at the end? What do you think…? 
Talk about characters – How does he feel? How do 

you know? What do you think he is saying?



Early Learning Goal:
Comprehension

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories 
and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.

Word Reading

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words.





Thank You
Any Questions?


